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Logo of OMG, copied from their Facebook page.

Partners of OMG, two of them based in Lebanon,
include the “Mount Lebanon School of Ecclesiastical
Music” (SEM); the “Byzantine Collection”, and “Radio
Orthodoxiya”, an internet radio station. I shall only
comment about the SEM and the Byzantine Collection. I
have known the SEM for some time having recorded
choir rehearsals and tutorials, a few years ago. The SEM
choir has acquired a well-deserved reputation based on its
members and the style of their repertoire. During the past
years I have attended numerous events and have noted
that SEM performances always attracted the largest
attendance which is certainly the consequence of their
teaching methods.
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This radio channel is known as “Voice of Grace” and
the only radio transmitter1 for the whole of Lebanon is
located at “Achrafieh-Beirut”. Voice of Grace is also
available online at:
http://www.antiochpatriarchate.org/radio.php.
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Recently, I have been informed of the launch of the
first ever FM radio station dedicated to the Byzantine
Tradition and of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch
and All the East.
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“... produce audio-video programs to help Orthodox TV and
radio channels promote their Church at its best.”
The Beta period will end as soon as the Balamand
administration feels ready to take over.
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Since I am now involved with this channel, my
judgment as well as my report might be biased. I am of
the opinion that it is not possible to report about a
musical event without being fully immersed in it.
However, rather than imposing my appreciation of this
station in this paper, I am more inclined in presenting
facts and inviting my readers to join in and hear for
themselves. After all, this is music.
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It seems appropriate to introduce the Antioch
Patriarchate in residence at Balamand, Koura, in the north
of Lebanon, since they are the initiators of this channel,
first of its kind in Lebanon, to broadcast Byzantine music.
The channel is in its Beta period as from 25/05/2014.
The Orthodox Media Group (OMG)2 are currently
running the show. Their Facebook page states that they
Rosy Azar Beyhom is a researcher in musicology. Her main project is
the critical edition and the translation of the manuscript of Ibn a-ṭṬaḥḥān. She is also interested in the social aspects (function, evolution)
of music in the Arab world. She is an active member of the research
center CERMAA (Centre de Recherches sur les Musiques Arabes et
Apparentées) in Lebanon since its establishment.
1
According to Joseph Yazbeck, interviewed on the 30.9.2014, who is
the current manager of the temporary phase of trial, subject to be
extended some few more months.
2
Check their FB page https://www.facebook.com/pages/OrthodoxMedia-Group/263939597123510?fref=photo.
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The group “Byzantine Collection”3 is a recent project
which emerged in 2014 and is set to follow on in 2015.
They are publishers, unrestricted to any specific form, and
open to all talent which may contribute to the enrichment
of recorded Byzantine chant. They aim at a
comprehensive collection both of Arabian/Byzantine
printed and recorded materials. At present, their
compilation includes 12 CDs. BC are affiliated to SEM as
well as with other choirs and soloists of which they make
recordings.
According to their Facebook page4, Orthodoxya
would be the first Arabian Orthodox radio station in the
world. However, they only broadcast online and have no
air-space up to now. Nevertheless, they acknowledge their
affiliation to SEM and have a good informative pool.

http://byzantinecollection.com/index.php?route=information/
information&information_id=4.
4
https://www.facebook.com/AlOrthodoxiyaRadioStation/info?ref=
page_internal.
3
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